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A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR DONORS*: 
10:9 Design, LLC | 4B Ranch | A Fair Advantage Self-Defense – Ben Fair | Abilene Ballet | Abilene Christian University | Abilene Cultural Affairs 
Council | Abilene Interior Design | Abilene Pediatric Dental | Abilene Regional Medical Center | Abilene Running Co. – Joe Cook | Abilene Teachers 
FCU Aida Pantoja | Alice Yates | Amy Gonzales | Beltway Park Church | Ben & Elizabeth McAnally | Ben E. Keith | Berkshire Hathaway Homeser-
vices & Stovall Realtors | Betty Rose’s Little Brisket | Billye Proctor Shaw | Black Plumbing/Maverick Saw Cutting & Core Drilling | Bob & Peggy 
Beckham | Brayco Marketing | Browning Law Firm, PLLC - Cade & Katie Browning | Cameron Fergus | Carol Chappell | Casilea Rodriguez | Charles 
Erwin | Chelsea Phillips | Chelsea Rico | Chephra McKee | Cheryl Leonard | Chesley & Meg - Kathy Mayer | Martin | Chris & Tera Gibson | Chris 
Proctor-Cleveland | Christie McAdams Leedy | Cindi Bumann | Cindy Ramsey | Cindy Sheppard | Citizens Bank, N.A. | Claudia Evans Clinton, P.C. | 
Cornelia Alvarez | Cory Clements | CrossFit Abilene | Crystal Cox | Cynthia Pearson | Daniel & Stephanie Robinson | Daryl & Amy Carnes | David Soto 
| DC Inspection Services | Dian Graves Owen Foundation | Dixie Bassett | Dodge Jones Foundation | DM Investment Inc. - Melynie Marsalis Chaves 
| Dr. Eric & Mrs. Sue Schackmuth | Dr. Norm Dozier | Dru Hall | Edible Arrangements | Elizabeth Miller | Erica Jara | Family Vision Associates | 
Fat Matt Roofing | FDLIC | Fergus & Fergus, L.L.P. | Fergus & Tomanka, PLLC - Martin Fergus & Taylor Tomanka | First Financial Bank, N.A. | FOX 
| Frontier Motors | G.M. McCaslin & Co | Gary G Linn DDS, PC | Geraldine & Riley Wills | Gift from the Steve Arthur Family Foundation at the Com-
munity Foundation of Abilene | Glen Hall, DDS | Greathouse Foundation | H-E-B | Hickory Street Café | His Little Angels Daycare | HUB Transport | 
Image Sculptors – Dr. Laura Bennett | Jackie Love | Jama Cadle | James Baird | Jamie Miers | Jana Moreno | Jason & Ashley Hall | Jason & Emerald 
Cassidy | Jeff & April Propst | Jeremy & Kristie McBrayer | Jessica Varner | Joanna Peacock | Joe & Amanda Biles | John & Amy Milam | Justice 
Construction, Inc. | Jyl Schoen | Kacey Stanfield | Kay & David Alexander | Kelley Messer | Kelly Moore Paints | Kelsey & Andrew Caprio | Kiwanis 
Club of Abilene | Kristina Campos-Davis Ph.D. | KTAB/KRBC/Telemundo | KTXS | Kyle & Wendy Tamez | Lantrip’s Custom Homes - Gene & Cindy 
Lantrip | Lawrence Hall - Big Country Chevy Dealer | Leon & Patty Newman | Limb 2 Limb Tree Service | LMB Real Estate Group | Madhatter Motor-
sports | Mark & Gina Lewis | Mary Klein | McMurry University | Megan Cheek | Megan Longmire | Megan McCaslin | Melissa Strain | Misti Hauger | 
Mollie Branch – Emerge EdComm | Motion Industries | Mrs. J Price Brock | Mrs. Sheryl & Dr. Brad Kendrick | Orangetheory Abilene | Patrick & Elyse 
Lewis | Paula Fiel | Peterson Real Estate | Phillip Crowley | Prosperity Bank | Rhonda Snyder | Riley Branch | Risha Sanders State Farm | Robert & 
Ellen Knox | Rockin’ R Drilling, Inc. | Ruby Jo Day | Russell & Beverly Guthrie | Samantha Adkins | Sarah Elizabeth Thomas | Sendero Properties LLC 
– Jan McCaslin  | Shelly McKee | Shelton Foundation | Sibert Family | Six Brothers Brewery | Sockdolager Brewing Company | Southall Chiropractic 
& Acupuncture Clinic – Dr. Belinda Southall | Star Dodge | State Farm Agent – Risha Sanders | Suddenlink Communications | Sylvan Learning Center 
| Tabitha Coffman | Tiffany Lamb | Tiffany Loftin | Tiffany Smith | Timber Barkley | TMi Advertising Agency | Tom & Marian Boecking | Tom Choate 
| Tonya Harbin - Harbin Properties | TSTC Abilene | United Supermarkets - Market Street | Veterans Garage Door | Walmart Neighborhood Market 
#5715 | Walmart Store #535 | Walmart Store #536
*as of January 1, 2020
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ON COVER:
JLA Member Tiffany Smith captured this photo in the final hours of Christmas Carousel prep before the doors opened for the Preview Party on 
Thursday, October 31. 
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Taylor R. Tomanka
2019-20 President, Junior League of Abilene

Mollie Branch + Megan Longmire
PR/Commentator Chairs, Junior League of Abilene

Thank you to everyone who made 
Christmas Carousel 2019 a huge success! 
I am immensely proud of all the Christmas 
Carousel Chairs and Committee members, 
especially Jenna Hall, our 2019 Christmas 
Carousel Chair!

The fundraising event’s success went well 
beyond just dollar signs and feet in the 
door. By the time the delivery ramp door 
closed on November 3rd, we had already 
signed up 19 vendors and made more 
than $10,725 toward next year’s Carousel 
income. Within the week after Carousel, 
we had six potential new members ask 
for more information about our spring 
recruitment socials and how to join the 
Junior League. Lastly, “Brunch with Santa” 
has gotten so popular that it has outgrown 
its current space! Of course, as we start to tally 
profits versus expenses, actual numbers do 
matter. Competing with Halloween this year, 
our Preview Party “Farewell to Fall” was the only ticketed 
event that didn’t out sell last year’s ticket sales. Market Hall on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday saw around 4,500 
shoppers including almost 300 kids (12 and under) and 1,111 first responders and/or teachers.

In the spring, we have Rhinestone RoundUp and Abilene Gives, as well as plenty of volunteer hours and leadership 
training planned. We hope you will join us!
						     		  	 			      
	  With Love, 
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Welcome
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

EDITORS’
NOTE

2019 was another year for the books as our volunteer efforts only 
continued to grow throughout the Abilene community. It’s an honor to 
share the incredible stories of the Junior League of Abilene with you! 

Taylor Tomanka presenting a check to Safe Families for Children at the PAVE 
presentation ceremony in December. During this event, Junior League of Abilene 

presented $10,000 to 11 organizations in Abilene. 



FRONT, L-R: Eleanor Jara, Kenna Grace Brown, 
Jordan Smith, Jayden Smith; BACK, L-R: Sara McBeth, Tiffany Smith, 
Melynie Chavez, Erica Jara, Danaka Chavez, Brittany Brown, Sarah 
Thomas, Victoria Aguirre, Bria Varner, Jenna Hall, Rachael Hubbard

Providing Assistance and Volunteer Experience 
(PAVE) is the League’s program to support non-
profit agencies and outreach programs in Abilene 
through funding and/or volunteer hours.

In December, the Junior League of Abilene hosted 
a presentation ceremony where a total of $10,000 
was presented to the following organizations: BCFS 
Health and Human Services of Abilene, Big Country 
CASA, The Grace Museum, Ministry of Counseling 
and Enrichment, Pregnancy Resources of Abilene, 
Safe Families for Children of Abilene, Salvation 
Army, Upside Down Club of Abilene, West Texas 
Rehab Center (Pediatrics), Young Audiences of 
Abilene, and Day Nursery of Abilene. 

PAVE

CAREPACK
CarePack for Kids is a new collaboration between 
the Junior League of Abilene and Love & Care 
Ministries in order to provide food to children in 
need during weekends and holidays for 42 weeks 
out of the school year. One filled “pack” for one 
week of food costs $3.50. To feed a hungry child 
each weekend during the school year is only 
$150. 

Almost 73% of children within AISD receive free 
or reduced breakfast and lunch every single 
day of the school year. CarePack ensures these 
students don’t go hungry on weekends and 
holiday breaks.

: Tiffany Smith, Whimsy Smith Photography
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JLA Projects
COMMUNITY INITIATIVES



Winter 2019

The Team
LEAGUE LEADERSHIP

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEE & PROJECT CHAIRS
Admissions.....................Meghan Martin & Elizabeth McAnally
Arrangements........................Cornelia Alvarez & Laura Gabso
CarePacks for Kids........................Misti Hauger & Bria Varner
C.A.L.F...............................................................Brittany Brown
Community Partners....................Nicole Eaves & Anna Peters
Headquarters............................................................Mandy Ott
Homeless Youth............................................Estefania Hobson
New Members/Provisionals.............................Meghan Martin 	
					     & Elizabeth McAnally
Junior Leaders........................Ashley Jacques & Tiffany Smith
PAVE........................................E.J. Jessup & Katy McReynolds
PR & Commentator.............Mollie Branch & Megan Longmire
Research & Development................................Amber Coonrod
Rhinestone Round Up........................................Kasey Johnson
Suds Buds.............................................................Tiffany Davis

Friday, May 8

Taylor County 
Expo Center

Kasey Johnson

for more info
more info will be shared on 

the jla social media pages soon!

Taylor Tomanka
President

Belinda Southall
President-Elect

Tiffany Loftin
President-Elect-Elect

Amy Carnes
Past President

NOT PICTURED: Kari Polk, Sustaining Director

Kenna Hogan
Diversity Director

Chesley Martin
Membership Development

Casilea Rodriguez
Treasurer/Finance

Director
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Jessica Ambrose
Secretary

Emerald Cassidy 
Communications 

Director

Amy Gonzales
Community Director

Jenna Hall
Christmas 
Carousel



WHO’S WHO
1. Reindeer Run 5K awarded the top runners. This event was chaired by Elizabeth McAnally and the 2019-2020 Provisional Class.
2. Walmart of Abilene on Southwest Drive donated $1,000 to the Junior League of Abilene. 
3. Jenna Hall, 2019 Christmas Carousel Chairman, and Emerald Cassidy, Christmas Carousel Assistant Chairman, celebrated a successful 
Christmas Carousel with the rest of the committee in December. Britt Willis will chair the 2020 Christmas Carousel. 
4. The 2019-2020 Provisional Class hosted a successful Reindeer Run 5K December 7 in downtown Abilene. 
5. Every other week, members come together to pack CarePacks for Kids, which are delivered to area schools every Thursday. 
6. + 7. Junior Leaders also lend a helping hand with packing the CarePacks for Kids.
8. Members of the 2019-2020 Provisional Class thanking one of the many sponsors of the Reindeer Run 5K, Blaise Regan from Six Brothers 
Brewery located in downtown Abilene. 

Say CheeseSay Cheese
AROUND THE COMMUNITY
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FRONT, L-R: Haley Tabor, Decorations Co-Chair; Mary Klein, Decorations Co-Chair; Chephra McKee, 
Decorations Co-Chair; Carly Etter, Merchants Co-Chair; Christin McClain, Merchants Co-Chair; Jyl Schoen, 

Concessions Co-Chair; Kendall Harrison, Tickets Co-Chair; Jenna Dozier, Auction/Raffle Chair; BACK, L-R: Erica Jara, Treasurer; 
Rachael Hubbard, Marketing Co-Chair; Charity Shaver, Events Co-Chair; Kristi Allgood, Merchants Co-Chair; Kendra Chowning, 
Hospitality Co-Chair; Emily Jacques, Style Show Co-Chair; Emerald Cassidy, Assistant Chair; Jenna Hall, Chair; Britt Willis, 
Assistant Chair; Mattie DeVries, Style Show Co-Chair; Alicia English, Tickets Co-Chair; Precilla Camacho, Events Co-Chair; 
Geraldine Wills, Events Co-Chair; Kacey Stanfield, Marketing Co-Chair; Sara McBeth, Concessions Co-Chair
Not pictured: Crystal Cox, Hospitality Co-Chair; and Amanda Biles, Tickets Co-Chair

The 39th Junior League of Abilene’s Annual Christmas Carousel came 
and went too quickly. And, while the trees, snow, woodland creatures, 

lights and garland are all stored away, the feeling of support from the 
community still lingers heavily among our organization. Waltzing 
in a Winter Wonderland’s kick-off had a fierce competitor in 
ghouls, ghosts & goblins, but bidding “A Farewell to Fall” made 
for a fitting addition to Halloween traditions. It included live music 
from Kirk House, tasty, rustic fare from ACU Catering, and of 

course, shopping. Friday kicked off with a great line up of Abilene’s 
finest “Strutting in the Snow”, donning stylish Dillard’s attire. 

“Brunch with Santa in the Storybook Capital of America” on Saturday 
morning helped ease the whole family into the Christmas Spirit with an 

appearance from Santa Claus, a narration of An Otis Christmas by Loren 
Long (2020 C.A.L.F. featured artist), face paintings and a petting zoo on the 

lawn. Market Hall, “The Enchanted Forest”, welcomed more than 50 merchants who provided 
the ultimate shopping experience for almost 5,000 people over the course of the weekend. Thank 
you to the 2019 Christmas Carousel Committee who outdid themselves in every aspect of making 
this event spectacular. This would not be possible without the support from the great Abilene 
community. Thank you for your support in helping us fulfill our mission!

Jenna Hall
2019 Christmas Carousel Chairman
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Abilene Gives is a 24-hour online giving event to support non-profit 
organizations in Abilene and the surrounding areas.

Check for upcoming news on how you can provide continued 
support for the Junior League of Abilene through a gift in May!


